Safeguarding habitat, water quality to keep fishing great

wwwm | Fishing is one of Wisconsin’s most popular recreations and is
an important economic engine for the state and local
economies. It generates $2.3 billion in economic impact,
supports 26,200 jobs, and generates $90 million in tax
revenues to help pay for important services such as education
and health care. *

The vast majority of the 69 million fish anglers catch each
year in Wisconsin come from natural reproduction
resulting from good aquatic habitat and good water
quality.>® Recent studies have shown that the alteration of
shoreland and shallow water habitats that can occur if
waterfronts are not developed in environmentally sound ways
can affect the capacity of lakes and rivers to support fish
populations and good fishing. For example:

* Good naturally reproducing muskellunge populations have
on average only 20% of their shoreline developed while poor
muskellunge populations have on average 40% of their
shoreline developed.*

* Bluegill production is 2.5 times higher in lakes with no
development versus developed lakes.’

* Trout populations eliminated in watersheds with more than 11% imperviousness (a measure of building and
paving in a watershed).®

* The amount of woody cover and aquatic plant growth for fish cover declines exponentially with the amount of
shoreline development’ 2.

* The amount of woody cover, aquatic plants, and bank cover is 30-600% higher along natural shorelines versus
riprapped shorelines, and 100-600% higher along natural shorelines versus seawalled shorelines®.
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